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more than those in the rest of Canada, have been strug- 

gling to continue to provide high-quality education and 
to support significant research in the face of massive budget 
cuts. The decisions of the Quebec Ministry of Education to 
reduce drastically the operating grants to universities while 
maintaining tuition fees for Quebec students at less than 
half the Canadian average will have resulted, over a five-year 
period, in a 25-per-cent cut of Concordia’s annual budget. 
Students, their families, and the broader Concordia commu- 
nity will ask themselves how we are managing this crisis. 







| T IS WELL KNOWN THAT QUEBEC’S UNIVERSITIES, EVEN 


This third Rector’s Report provides a response. 


In this report, readers will find a 
summary of the first phase of a funda- 
mental examination of our academic 
programs. As a result of the 1995-97 
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XA] Wf planning phase, involving every Fac- 
ulty, the Senate and its committees, 
undergraduate programs will be one- 
third fewer in number, but tauter, and 
i’ more clearly directed to providing a 


broader educational experience rather 
than premature specialization. 
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At the same time, as some programs 
are merged, reduced or discontinued, 
we are preparing to expand others 
and develop new thrusts in keeping 
with societal priorities and needs. In 
selecting these areas of development, 
we are assisted by External Advisory 
Boards that include leaders of 
Montreal industry, commerce and 
the general community. 
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For yet another year, we have been one of very few Quebec 
universities to be able to balance its budget despite the 
need to reduce it. This has been accomplished in part 
due to the success of enhanced voluntary retirement 


Most important, our student enrolment actually rose in 
1997-98 by 2.5 per cent, while enrolments in the entire 
Quebec university network fell by 6 per cent. 


The hardship of coping with the budget cuts is balanced 

by the gratification of seeing the University move forward 
as bright young professors (more than half of whom are 
women) are hired in selective areas; as we plan the develop- 
ment of both campuses; as our students, professors and 
staff rise to challenges; and as the promise of our Capital 
Campaign is seen nearly to be fulfilled. 


Z £9 SJUSWIDATIUDE JUapPNIs 


= 
Indeed, the support of our Board of Governors, alumni o 
and friends, both corporate and private, has been quite out- a 
standing. For a young university such as ours to be within = 
sight of our ambitious campaign objective with yet one year " 
to go is remarkable. It is a morale booster for those who o 
study, teach and work at the University and should be a 
source of pride for the broader Concordia community. 
It is accurate, therefore, to conclude that at the end of the 
1997-98 academic year, Concordia University has much 
reason to feel confident about its future even as we tighten 
our belts to adapt to our present funding realities. 
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“It is my vision, and one that is shared by my fellow University governors, that no 
qualified student should be denied an education because of an inability to pay the fees.” 


— Richard Renaud (L BComm ’69) who, along with Carolyn 
Renaud, created 100 fully-endowed student bursaries. 
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ast October, a capacity crowd of 






to establish a bioinformatics/biotechnology 
more than 500 friends and employ- laboratory that would undertake research into 
ees of the University gathered in genome sequencing 

the Concordia Concert Hall to pub- = $1 million from Mel Hoppenheim to recon- 
licly launch the Campaign for a New Millennium. figure the Cinema Department into a School 
With a visually stunning, large-screen presentation of Cinema 

as a backdrop, and the Charles Ellison Quartet pro- = $550,000 from Bank of Montreal for scholarships 
viding live musical accompaniment, guests were mw $500,000 from Hydro-Québec for the infra- 
treated to a historical overview of the University, structure needs of an “integrated intelligent 

a synopsis of Concordia’s areas of teaching and research building” that will provide space for 
research excellence, and a road map to where the the Engineering and Computer Science 
$55-million Campaign will bring the University. Faculty and house the School for Building 


The climax of the public launch was the Since the launch, a host of volunteers in 
announcement of $33.4 million in pledges. As Montreal, Toronto and Western Canada have 
of this printing, the amount raised has surpassed fanned out across the country to present the 
$47 million. The Campaign, which continues Campaign to potential donors. This highly 
until June 1999, is raising funds for student coordinated, personal approach has raised 
support ($20 million), the renewal of academic awareness of the University and its areas of 
facilities ($12 million), the upgrading of research strengths and generated tremendous goodwill. 
and teaching technologies ($11.7 million), endow- Solicitations will continue into the new year. 
ments for teaching and research ($8.3 million), 
and library and special initiatives ($3 million). The Campaign’s success is due to the commitment 
and leadership of many individuals, including: 
Among the major donations announced at the 

launch were: Honorary Patrons 

Matthew W. Barrett, O.C., Hon LL.D. ’94 

Charles Bronfman, P.C., C.C., Hon LL.D. ’92 
André Desmarais, BComm "78 

Eric H. Molson, Chancellor 


= $9.8 million from students, faculty, and staff 

= $3.5 million from the Molson Foundation 
for the retrofitting and renovation of the 
building housing the Faculty of Commerce 
and Administration 

m 100 non-academic bursaries for students, 
funded by Carolyn and Richard J. Renaud 
(L BComm ’69) 

= $1.1 million from Biochem Pharma and its 
chair and CEO Dr. Francesco Bellini (L BSc '72) 


Campaign Chair 
Ronald Corey, C.M. 


Vice-Chair (Toronto) 
Brian J. Steck, S BComm ’68 


Academic Planning — 
Looking to the Future 


The fall of 1997 marked the close of a two-year 
phase of academic planning that focused on the 
rethinking and restructuring of undergraduate 
education at Concordia. The University’s recom- 
mendations reversed a 30-year trend toward 
premature specialization in undergraduate 
programs and, indeed, anticipated many of 
the recent proposals put forward by the Ministry 
of Education. 

The result of this process is that 40 per cent 
of programs will be revised over the next two 
years so that they reflect the need for a broader- 
based curriculum. Undergraduate programs will 
be reduced by one-third (from 300 to 200), largely 
by the fusion of what were overly-specialized pro- Faculty of Arts and Science 
grams in a discipline. The aim is to give students The largest of the four Faculties, Arts and Science 
not only a deep knowledge of their own discipline, has 12,000 undergraduate and graduate students, 
but also an understanding of how the arts, about half the University’s population. The Faculty 
humanities, social sciences and physical sciences began the fall of 1997 with its program of “Reach- 
influence our society and culture. ing into the 21st Century,” which included hiring 

Notably, these changes will not compromise 10 new faculty members across seven departments. 
quality of education, since most of the cuts were An additional 19 new faculty members in 16 
made in areas that could be reinforced through departments took up their duties this fall. 
trimming or amalgamation. The University took The Dean also presented a comprehensive 
into account industry needs, our teaching document in September 1997 that reviewed all 23 
strengths, our priorities, and physical resources. departments and the five colleges. The document 

The academic planning process has also was the result of extensive consultation with each 
focused on the redeployment of professors and of the unit heads, and was very well received by 
academic support staff. Already, hiring has the constituents. 
begun to replace faculty and staff who took early Some notable initiatives in the Faculty last year 
retirement in the last few years, and the goal is included the Centre for the Study of Learning and 
to have about 680 regular full-time professors Performance (CSLP), which was launched last fall, 
employed, 125 fewer than we had in 1995. and includes researchers in Psychology, Education 

Another result of the process has been a and Teaching English as a Second Language. 
renewed commitment to being a technology- The Faculty also approved the Institute for 
friendly university, one that uses information Social, Cultural and Environmental Studies, 
technology to improve both teaching and learning. a multidisciplinary project bringing together 

The next phase of the academic planning the Departments of Sociology and Anthropology, 
process, which has already begun and will Religion and Geography for the study of environ- 
also last two years, will be to concentrate on mental and social problems. 
the development of research. The departments of Applied Social Sciences 

and Leisure Studies merged to form the new 
Department of Applied Human Sciences, and two 
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Honorary Treasurer 
Leonard Ellen, Hon LLD ’89 


Leadership Gifts Chair 
L. Jacques Ménard, C.M., L BComm ’67 


University Community Chair 
Richard J. Renaud, L BComm ’69 


Major Gifts Co-Chairs 
Marianna Simeone, BA ’86 
Louis A. Tanguay, BComm "75 


Special Gifts Chair 
John E. Parisella, L BA ’67 


Special Gifts Vice-Chairs 
J. Roy Firth, BComm "75 
George Hanna, L BA ’72 

Paul Pantazis 

Jonathan Wener, S BComm ’71 


Alumni & Friends Co-Chairs 
Christine Lengvari, L BSc ’72 
Peter McAuslan, S$ BA '72 


Campaign Office 
Mailing Address: 
1455 de Maisonneuve Blvd. W. 
-Montreal, Quebec 
H3G 1M8 
Tel.: (514) 848-4856 
Fax: (514) 848-2803 
E-mail: freshideas@coral.concordia.ca 
Web site: www.concordia.ca/campaign 


Rector Frederick Lowy, L. Jacques Ménard of Nesbitt Burns and Gilles Jarry 
from the Bank of Montreal have some fun at an automatic teller machine 





new interdisciplinary clusters were approved: 
Greek Studies and Survival in the Workplace. 

The Concordia-UNIQWA project, an innovative 
program that trains 19 students in South Africa 
with the assistance of faculty members from 
Concordia and two African universities, entered 
its first full year of practice in northern South 
Africa. It is funded by the Association of Universi- 
ties and Colleges in Canada (AUCC) and CIDA. 


Faculty of Commerce 

and Administration 

The Faculty of Commerce and Administration 

has formed a partnership with IBM to supply 
instructors and experts in aviation and information 
technology to the Aviation Master’s of Business 
Administration (AMBA) program. IBM, the world’s 
leading provider of information hardware, software 
and services to the aviation industry, will help 
Concordia export management training to other 
countries, and will make internships available to 
selected AMBA students. 

Ongoing projects include the Faculty’s Centre 
for Instructional Technology, which was more 
active than ever this year in incorporating technol- 
ogy into the classroom, and the Concordia Centre 
for Small Business and the Minority Entrepreneur- 
ship Institute, which hosted a week of seminars on 
conflict management for students from nine Cree 
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“Concordians exert significant influence on the cultural, political and financial discourse 
that shapes this country. They do so with a spirit of openness and tolerance that grows 
out of Concordia’s cosmopolitan nature and the diversity of its ideas and people.” 


— Eric Molson, whose Molson Foundation contributed $3.5 million for facilities for the Faculty of Commerce and Administration. 


Engineering and Computer Science Dean Nabil Esmail and Ping Du, a student at McGill 


communities in Northern Quebec. The Faculty 
has had a longstanding partnership with the Cree 
communities. 

The Faculty also launched a Certified Manage- 
ment Accounting (CMA) executive program with 
the Order of Certified Management Accountants of 
Quebec to address the needs of managers already 
pursuing their careers, but who want to hone their 
expertise and possibly earn professional status. 

To assist graduate and undergraduate students 
hoping to find employment after graduation, work 
began on a Career and Placement Centre. 

Finally, aggressive marketing paid off when 
figures for September 1997 showed that student 
enrolment rose by 10 per cent from the previous 
fall, and 57 per cent more for January 1998 over 
January 1997. Notably, this occurred even with a 
raising of admissions standards. 


Faculty of Engineering 
and Computer Science 
y of Engineering and Computer Science 


in Quebec. Only the third of its kind in Canada, 
this new four-year program has been designed to 
meet the accreditation requirements of the Cana- 
dian Engineering Accreditation Board (CEAB), 
allowing graduates to be among the first accredited 
software engineers in the country. 

The Faculty was also recently included in a new 
Network of Centres of Excellence: the Mechanical 
Wood Pulps Network, led by the Pulp and Paper 
Research Institute of Canada. The Centres of 
Excellence program, developed by the federal 
government, aims to develop Canada’s economy 
through research collaborations between the aca- 
demic, private and public sectors. The following 
networks associated with the Faculty have also 
been renewed: Institute for Robotics and Intelli- 
gent Systems (IRIS), the Canadian Institute for 
Telecommunications Research (CITR), Intelli- 
gent Sensing for Innovative Structures (ISIS) 
and Micronet. 

The CEAB renewed accreditation in June 1997 
to all of Concordia’s undergraduate engineering 
programs. Among other things, the CEAB takes 
into account the adequacy of the University’s labo- 
ratories, equipment and computer facilities, and 
the quality of its engineering students’ work. 

In keeping with the steady growth of the Faculty 
in the last few years, 1997 saw an increase in regis- 
tration of about 5 per cent. 


Faculty of Fine Arts 

The Faculty of Fine Arts’ outstanding film unit 

is now called the Mel Hoppenheim School of 
Cinema, after its benefactor, the president of Cité 
du Cinéma (Mel). On a similar note, the Concordia 
Concert Hall received approval to rename itself the 
Oscar Peterson Hall, after the renowned Montreal- 
born jazz pianist. The official ceremony, with a 
concert by Oscar Peterson, will be held in the 
coming year. 

Students were able to use a digital media and 
research facility that opened up in September, and 
the first group of students entered a new double 
major program that combines 45 credits of 
Computer Science with 45 credits of Fine Arts. 

Fine Arts students exhibited their artwork at 
the Visual Arts Gallery and beyond; film students 
showcased their work at the Rialto Theatre; and 
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several theatre productions were mounted, 
including an acclaimed version of Playboy of the 
Western World. 

Several fundraisers for the Faculty of Fine Arts 
were creative and well-attended events, ranging from 
string quartet concerts at painter Guido Molinari’s 
workshop, to Artstravaganza, which raised funds 
for Fine Arts bursaries and offered works by Betty 
Goodwin and Irene F. Whittome as prizes. 


bwin. 
Student Vera Brodskaia 
and Computer Science 
Professor Peter Grogono 





School of Graduate Studies 
Graduate student enrolment reached a record 
high, with a total of 3,706 students working 
towards graduate certificates, diplomas, Master’s 
and PhD degrees. Concordia University awarded 
72 PhD degrees in last year’s convocations, also 
a record number. The Council of the School of 
Graduate Studies, which ensures that graduate 
programs continue to meet social needs while 
satisfying exacting academic standards, reviewed 
and recommended to Senate three new graduate 
programs for approval. They are a Certificate 

in Management Accounting, and certificates in 
Building Studies and Mechanical Engineering. 

In order to help international graduate students 
succeed with their English language studies, the 
School, in co-operation with the Centre for Contin- 
uing Education, successfully launched the English 
for Academic Purposes program, an intensive 
course tailor-made to bring new students up to 
speed in their program of study. 


The Colleges 

Concordia’s five colleges continue to offer more 
personalized ways of learning, and to organize 
interesting lectures and other activities. Members 
of the Lonergan University College, for instance, 
engage in interdisciplinary dialogue about funda- 
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mental questions of value in culture, art, science 
and religion. The Liberal Arts College is built on a 
core of eight courses designed to guide students 

in their exploration of the foundations and develop- 
ment of Western civilization and culture. The 
School of Community and Public Affairs uses a 
mix of academic and practical training to expose 
students to a wide range of public issues, and this 
year included lectures on the role of hydro power 
and the plight of refugees. The Science College 
offers topnotch science students the opportunity 

to interact with other scientists and to explore 
cross-disciplinary laboratory research and activities. 
Finally, the Simone de Beauvoir Institute, which 
investigates the evolving role of women in society, 
awarded the first Helen Prize to outstanding 
women for heroic, but often unrecognized, contri- 
butions to society. 
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Institute for 

Co-operative Education 

Concordia’s very successful program now operates 
in 16 fields: Building, Civil, Computer, Electrical, 
Industrial and Mechanical Engineering, Accoun- 
tancy, Marketing, Management Information 
Systems, Actuarial Science, Mathematics, Chem- 
istry, Biochemistry, Physics, Economics and 
Translation. 

The Institute’s placement rate was 97 per cent, 
with up to ro students applying per place available. 
Still, more than 500 lucky students were able to 
alternate full-time, paid work experiences with 
their studies. 


Centre for Continuing Education 
Concordia’s highly successful Centre for Continu- 
ing Education got a boost last year when it moved 
into the newly purchased Faubourg Tower on Ste. 
Catherine St. 

Registration at the Centre rose 4 per cent this 
year, and is now one-third higher than it was six 
years ago. 

Serving adults who wish to take not-for-credit 
courses to improve their skills and minds, the 
Centre offers studies in Tourism and Hospitality 

anagement,Business Administration, Communi- 
cations and Visual Arts, language and computer 
skills, and Management and Community Develop- 
ment. It attracts students from as far away as Japan 
and Korea, Venezuela and Colombia, and Morocco, 
Iran and Saudi Arabia. 


International co-operation 

In addition to exchanges already in place in Mexico, 
Cuba, Scotland, France, Finland, the West Indies 
and Eastern Europe, the Centre for International 
Academic Co-operation reports that the University 
signed new academic agreements with three Chi- 
nese universities, five Middle Eastern universities, 
and two universities in southern Africa this year. 
Concordia also held exploratory talks with three 
other Chinese institutions, the University of New 
Mexico, and some institutions in India. Official 
visits to Concordia included academics and other 
officials from the University of Western Sydney in 
Australia, the University of Molise in Italy, several 
institutions from the U.K., and rectors from 30 
universities in Colombia. 


Cree managers take 
entrepreneurship classes 
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“Concordia biologists, biochemists and computer scientists are demonstrating leadership 
and commitment to excellence in the field of biotechnology/bioinformatics. Their research 
may lead to important discoveries, whose impact could be felt by all sectors of society.” 


— Francesco Bellini (L BSc ’72), president and CEO of BioChem Pharma, 
who donated $1.1 million for a biotechnology/bioinformatics lab. 


Geography Professor David Greene 


Faculty research 


CFI projects going ahead 

The first phase of applications to the Canadian 
Foundation for Innovation (CFI) has successfully 
concluded, with ro projects submitted wholly from 
Concordia, and three more with other institutions. 
The CFI is an $800-million initiative of the federal 
government to rebuild university research infra- 
structure across the country. Concordia has 
requested $11 million from the CFI, and another 
$8 million from the provincial government. 


Greater success with 

granting agencies 

Dean of Graduate Studies and Research Claude 
Bédard reported that Concordia researchers have 
improved their success rate from the major grant- 
ing agencies in most areas. Concordia has climbed 
back to the national average with.the.Soci i 
ences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC), 
is slightly above the national average with the Nat- 
ural Sciences and Engineering Research Council 
(NSERC), and, in the provincial Fonds FCAR 
(Formation de chercheurs et I’aide a la recherche) 
programs, is just above the Quebec average. 


1998 Concordia University 
Research Fellows 

A new award was created to honour Concordia fac- 
ulty members with outstanding research portfolios 
and to raise the profile of the excellent scholarly 
investigation being done at the University. 

The first Concordia Research Fellows were 
psychologist Lisa Serbin and computer scientist 
Ching Suen. 

Lisa Serbin has an impressive research profile in 
developmental psychology, particularly in the field 
of social stereotyping and gender-related patterns. 


Marketing Professor Michel Laroche 
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Stanley Kubina, Christopher Trueman, and Yorick 


She has long been associated with a massive longi- 
tudinal study at the Centre for Research in Human 
Development that has tracked poor children in a 
Montreal neighbourhood into adulthood. 

Ching Suen has an international reputation as 
a researcher in pattern recognition and image pro- 
cessing, focusing on the recognition of handwriting 
and the computer processing of Chinese characters. 


Research for the Real World 


Michel Laroche joins 

Royal Society of Canada 

Marketing Professor Michel Laroche was elected a 
Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada. Laroche has 
had an active career as a researcher in the field of 
consumer behaviour, and his work has contributed 
to our understanding of how brand choices are 
made. More recently, he has been studying how 
culture and ethnicity affect consumer behaviour. 
Laroche joins seven other distinguished Concordia 
faculty members, including Psychology Professor 
Roy Wise, who has done pioneering research into 
the neurobiology of addiction, and Religion Profes- 
sor Michel Despland, whose scholarship ranges the 
spectrum of Western Christian thought. They were 
both elected last year. 

The Royal Society honours those who help promote 
learning and research in the arts and sciences. 
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Heading a Centre 

of Excellence Network 

Professor Nabil Esmail, Dean of Engineering and 
Computer Science, is heading a research node for 
the Mechanical Wood Pulps Network for at least 
the next four years. Concordia’s mission during 
that period will be to design a machine to coat 
paper with a new yellowing inhibitor polymer. 
The chemical was designed to give lower-grade 
paper, such as that used in newsprint and advertis- 
ing circulars, a longer shelf life. The Mechanical 
Wood Pulps Network was one of seven Centres of 
Excellence to receive renewed funding in 1997-98. 


Cellular phones tested 
by Yorick, a model head 
Electrical Engineering Professors Stanley Kubina 
and Christopher Trueman, working in the Faculty 
of Engineering and Computer Science’s Electromag- 
netic Compatibility Lab, have developed a computer 
model for calculating the energy deposited in 
both the head and hand from cellular phones. 
They are conducting the study for the 
Communications Research Centre, part of 
Industry Canada. Although Kubina and Trueman 
are not directly addressing the issue of the safety 
of cellular phones, their work has confirmed what 
the biomedical community had already determined: 
that the devices emit electromagnetic fields that 
are well within limits considered safe. 





(Gey alere)ae tte! 


UN I-V ERS’ 1-t Y¥ 

























































A 


1997-1998 pm 


- 0, i 0 8, 


EXPENSES: 

Operating: 

Academic: $91,749,647 
Administrative: $18,265,312 
Operational services: $12,673,496 
Library: $9,581,564 
Instructional and Information 

Technology Services: $6,553,109 
Interest: $1,753,863 
Rents: $4,865,300 
Unusual expenditures: $670,938 
Student services: $5,930,954 
Ancillary services: $13,948,696 
Continuing Education: $4,207,996 
Rental properties: $1,922,800 
Research expenditures: $2,369,632 
Special projects: $378,691 
Research: 

Research: $13,517,128 
Designated funds: 

Trust and other funds: $3,976,426 
Specified gifts to Concordia 

University Foundation: $3,572,950 
Research 

Research grants, contracts 

and infrastructure (1997-98)* 

Sources of research funding: 

Federal government: $7,750,792 
Quebec government: $2,536,327 
Concordia internal: $1,328,811 
Canadian private: $1,109,737 
Canadian foundations/associations: $116,108 
Other Canadian sources: $69,819 
Non-Canadian sources: $668,041 
Overhead cost recovery:** $1,620,000 
Total: $15,199,635 
Awarded by Faculty: 

Arts and Science: $6,789,961 


Engineering and Computer Science: $5,690,895 


Commerce and Administration: $704,586 
Fine Arts: $303,288 
Other: $90,905 
Overhead cost recovery:** $1,620,000 
Total: $15,199,635 


* Due to a change in compiling data, final 
numbers will not be available until the end 
of the 1998 year. These figures are accurate 
as of October 1998. 

** Quebec funding formula 


University* research centres 
Centre for Studies in Behavioural 
Neurobiology (CSBN) 
Centre for Research in Human 
Development (CRDH) 
Centre for Building Studies (CBS) 
Centre for the Study of Learning 
and Performance (CSLP) 
Centre for Computer-Aided 
Vehicle Engineering (CONCAVE) 
Centre for Pattern Recognition 
and Machine Intelligence (CENPARMI) 
Centre for Industrial Control (CIC) 
Concordia Centre for Composites (CONOM) 
Interuniversity Centre in Computer Architecture 
and Very Large Scale Integration (GIAO) 
Centre for Algebra, Number Theory 
and Computation (CICMA) 
Centre for Signal Processing 
and Communication (CENSIPOM) 


* There are also other research centres 
affiliated with specific Faculties. 


rector’s report insert 





1997-98 Awards 


Undergraduate awards given out in 1997-98: 
$511,073 for 506 awards (17.0%) 
Graduate awards given out in 1997-98: 


Internal: $1,011,395 for 256 awards (33.6%) 
External: — $1,488,866* for 130 awards (49.4%) 
* Estimate 


Student profile 


Student enrolment 1997-98 


Undergraduate: 20,769 (85.6%) 
(10,711 full-time; 10,058 part-time) 

Graduate: 3,503 (14.4%) 
(2,446 full-time; 1,057 part-time) 

Total: 24,272 (100%) 





Enrolment by Faculty: 

Arts and Science: 12,340 (50.8%) 
Commerce and Administration: 4,727 (19.5%) 
Engineering and Computer Science: 2,892 (11.9%) 


Fine Arts: 2,296 (9.5%) 
Independent: 2,017 (8.3%) 
Total: 24,272 (100%) 





Profile: 

English: 14,963 (61.7%) 
French: 3,669 (15.1%) 
Other: 5,640 (23.2%) 
Female: 12,827 (52.9%) 
Male: 11,445 (47.1%) 
International students: 1,105 


(806 undergraduate; 299 graduate) 


Faculty profile* 


Full-time: 696 (41.3%) 
Part-time: 958 (56.7%) 
Professional librarians: 33 (2.0%) 
Total: 1,687 (100%) 


Staff profile** 


Full-time: 1,004 (97.9%) 
Part-time (permanent): 22 (2.1%) 
Total: 1,026 (100%) 


* Excluding faculty in Continuing Education 
** Excluding all contract employees 


For more information 


General: 
Advancement: 
Alumni Affairs: 
Athletics: 
Bookstores: 


Centre for Mature Students: 
Concert Hall: 


Concordia Student Union (CSU): 


Continuing Education: 
Industrial Liaison: 


(514) 848-2424 


848-4856 
848-3818 
848-3850 


848-3615 (SGW) 
848-3620 (Loyola) 


848-3890/3895 
848-7928 
848-7474 
848-3600 
848-4873 


Institute for Co-operative Education: 848-3950 


Leonard and Bina Ellen Art Gallery: 
848-7706 (Webster) 
848-7771 (Vanier) 


Library: 


Office of the Registrar: 
Public Relations: 
Research Services: 
Women’s Centre: 


848-4750 


848-2668 
848-4880 
848-4888 
848-7431 


Faculty of Arts and Science 


Applied Human Sciences: 
Biology: 


Chemistry and Biochemistry: 


Classics, Modern Languages 
and Linguistics: 
Communication Studies: 
Economics: 

Education: 

English: 

Etudes francaises: 

Exercise Science: 
Geography: 

History: 

Journalism: 

Mathematics and Statistics: 
Philosophy: 

Physics: 

Political Science: 
Psychology: 






Second Language (TESL): 
Theological Studies: 


Faculty of Commerce 
“and Administration 


Accountancy: 
Aviation MBA: 
Decision Sciences and 


Management Information Systems: 


Diploma in Accountancy: 
Diploma in Administration/ 
Sports Administration: 
Executive MBA: 

Finance: 

Management: 

Marketing: 

MBA: 
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Liberal Arts College: 848-2565 
Lonergan University College: 848-2280 
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and Public Affairs: 848-2575 
Science College: 848-2595 
Simone de Beauvoir Institute: 848-2373 


School of Graduate Studies 848-3800 
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Dr. Michael Brian 
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Dr. Terrill Fancott 

Dr. Lawrence Kryzanowski 

Dr. Elizabeth Sacca 


Representing Graduate Students: 
Jean-Francois Plamondon 


Representing Undergraduate Students: 
Rebecca Aldworth 

David Hinton 

Robert Sonin 

Dino Nizzola 


Representing Administrative 

and Support Staff: 

Susan O’Connell, Secretary to the Chair, 
Education Department 


Officers of the University with speaking 
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Charles Emond 

Marcel Danis 

Larry English 

Jack Lightstone 


Secretary of the Board: 
Amely Jurgenliemk 
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and Science), Mohsen Anvari (Dean, Faculty of 
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Faculty of Fine Arts: 
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Rajendra Gupta 
Tomasso Rossi 
Véronique Serruya 
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Graduate Students: 
Judith Grad 
Jean-Francois Plamondon 


Regular non-voting members: 

Marcel Danis (Vice-Rector, Institutional 
Relations and Secretary-General), Charles Emond 
(Vice-Rector, Services), John O’Brien (Chair) 


Permanent observers: 

Lillian Rubinlicht (Interim Director of Libraries), 
John Woodrow (Director of Instructional and 
Information Technology Services), Lynne 
Prendergast (Registrar), Roger Cété (Interim 
Dean of Students), William Sellers (Fellow of the 
Centre for Mature Students), Larry English (Chief 
Financial Officer), Amely Jurgenliemk (Secretary) 
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$7.3 million was cut from Concordia’s 
1997-98 budget, as follows: 


* $4.5 million from the four Faculties 

* $1.8 million from administrative and 
support services 

* $986,000 from the academic sector outside 
the four Faculties 


These budget cuts were necessary, in part, 
because of Concordia’s $6.4 million share in a 
reduction of operating grants from the Quebec 
government, offset by a $500,000 gain due to 
higher enrolment. Concordia’s debt, accumu- 
lated before 1990, now stands close to $36.3 
million, reduced from $37 million last year. 


REVENUES: 

Operating: 

Quebec grants: $111,785,922 
Tuition fees: $32,244,305 
Ancillary services: $14,546,398 
Continuing Education: $4,821,701 
Student services: $6,392,593 
Rental properties: $2,302,043 


Miscellaneous fees and other income: $6,553,542 
Research: 

Research grants and donations: 
Designated accounts: 
Donations, grants and other income: $10,018,863 


$12,131,862 
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“Whatever the medium — short films, independent features, industrial films, animated 
work — graduates of this acclaimed department have become synonymous with 


superior filmmaking.” 


— Mel Hoppenheim, Cité du Cinéma president, who donated $1 million to the Cinema Department. 


Ching Suen, Concordia Research Fellow 





The accuracy of their computer projections 
was confirmed through tests on Yorick, a plastic 
representation of a human head and hand, filled 
with fluid meant to simulate the human brain 
(and named after the skull which Hamlet addresses 
in the Shakespearean play). The final step will be 
to do measurements on real persons holding 
celular phones. . 


Intelligent database searches 

Might there one day be a way to simply tell your 
Internet search engine exactly what you're looking 
for, and have it conduct the search intelligently? 
This is what Computer Science Professor Laks 
Lakshmanan is working on with other database 


researchers at the University of Toronto, the Univer- 


sity of British Columbia, Simon Fraser University 
and IBM Canada’s Centre for Advanced Studies. 

The project has received major funding from the 
Network of Centres of Excellence/Institute for 
Robotics and Intelligent Systems, as well as gradu- 
ate fellowship scholarships from IBM. 


Art for the Canadian soul 

Art History Professor Sandra Paikowsky has 
created the first major retrospective of artist 
Goodridge Roberts in 30 years. It opened at 


Art History Professor Sandra Paikowsky 





Toronto’s McMichael Canadian Art Gallery, 

then went to Fredericton, Quebec City, Montreal, 
and London, Ont. Paikowsky read Roberts’ corre- 
spondence and talked to his family and friends 

to write a substantial essay for the show’s sumptu- 
ous catalogue. She also edits and publishes the 
Canadian Journal of Art History, which she 
co-founded in 1974. 


Studying forest regeneration 
Geography Professor David Greene and researchers 
from the three other Montreal universities studied 
damage left by January’s severe ice storm, and are 
exploring the connection between branch loss and 
tree mortality. 

Greene has been collecting data to test his 
hypothesis that ice storms are the major killers of 
mature trees in eastern forests. Until now, it has 
been thought that a bit of everything — insects, fun- 
gus, wind storms, ice damage — kills mature trees. 


Uncovering the work 

of a social dissenter 

Communications Professor Kim Sawchuk, who has 
been researching and teaching courses on gender 


and-technology and-the-media;spent her-sabbatical _——cenmtemporain-last-year 


and part of a three-year FCAR grant at the Univer- 
sity of Texas at Austin, delving into 90 boxes of 
research files for a book she is writing on the 
famed American sociologist C. Wright Mills. 

Sawchuk was most excited by the discovery of an 
unpublished manuscript that Mills was working on 
when he died in 1962, called The Cultural Apparatus. 
The manuscript shows that Mills was ahead of his 
time in how he conceived of cultural studies. 


Studying hospital cutbacks 
Accountancy Professor Maureen Sterling marked 
her first year at Concordia with an award for the 
best PhD dissertation of 1996-97 from the Admin- 
istrative Sciences Association of Canada. Her study 
examined a major Toronto teaching hospital and 
how it wrestled with the challenge of chopping 

20 per cent of its budget without compromising 
care or safety. She was able to show that ethics 

and efficiency aren’t mutually exclusive. 
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Some Outstanding Faculty 


Maria Peluso 





@ Political Science Professor, community volunteer 

and labour activist Maria Peluso won the Prix Simonne 
Monet-Chartrand for her social activism this year. The 
award is named after the much-loved activist. 









@ Theatre Professor Kit Brennan had a second work- 
place this year, the Centaur Theatre, where she was 
playwright-in-residence. For one day every week, she 
worked at the noble old stock exchange building in 
Vieux-Montréal, finishing a play she is writing in 
consultation with Gordon McCall. It will be given its 
premiere in the Centaur’s 1998-99 season. 
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Irene F. Whittome 





@ Studio Arts Professor Irene F. Whittome became 

the first woman in a decade to win the Prix Paul-Emile 
Borduas, Quebec’s most prestigious arts award. 
Whittome was also one of the finalists for the YWCA’s 
Women of Distinction award, and a major show of 
her work was mounted at Montreal’s Musée d'art 
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@ Management Professor Steven Appelbaum was one 
of only four Canadian business academics to receive a 
Leaders in Management Education Award. The award is 
sponsored by the Financial Post and Bell Canada, and is 
given to one academic in each of the following regions: 
Atlantic Canada, Quebec, Ontario and Western Canada. 





@ Mechanical Engineering Professor Wagdi (Fred) 
Habashi, who leads the Computational Fluid Dynamics 
(CFD) Lab here at Concordia, was sought out by aircraft 
giant Boeing to do delicate, time-accurate calculations 
on a family of post-Concorde supersonic aircraft being 
developed at Boeing. He also accepted the first of four 
Pratt & Whitney Technology Partnership Awards for 
Concordia in May. 





@ Three distinguished professors were granted Professor 
Emeritus status this year. They were Donald Eugene 

Ginter from the Department of History, and Hugh 4 
J. McQueen and Richard M. H. Cheng, both from 
Mechanical Engineering. 


[File photos] 
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“Our gift to Concordia is a signal to all of the University’s friends...that Concordia 
University is a vital institution whose accomplishments and innovative programs 
deserve to be recognized and supported.” 


— 1997-98 student union president Rebecca Aldworth, introducing a gift of $9.8 million from students, faculty and staff. 


Concordia students, whether at the graduate or 
undergraduate level, are involved in a wide range 
of fascinating projects. Here is a sample of the work 
they are doing, and their successes. 


Prize-winners: 

@ Congratulations to four recent graduates of the 
Graduate Diploma in Accountancy, who placed 
among the top ro in Quebec writing the gruelling 
Uniform Final Exam set by the Canadian Institute 
of Chartered Accountants. 

They are Sonalee Parekh, of Price Waterhouse, 
who placed eighth; Jonathan Roiter, of Samson 
Bélair Deloitte & Touche, and Lawrence Wilk, of 
Richter Usher & Vineberg, who tied for fifth place; 
and Julie Moyen, also working at Samson Bélair, 
who came seventh. 

Concordia’s pass rate for its 98 first-time writ- 
ers was 70.4 per cent, once again considerably 
higher than the Quebec average of 53 per cent 
and the national average of 64.5 per cent. 

Congratulations also to the director of the 
program, Professor Gail Fayerman, her team, and 
the Faculty of Commerce and Administration. 


@ Despite the virtual paralysis of Montreal by a 
ferocious ice storm, Concordia’s 17th International 
MBA Case Competition went on as planned, and 
the Concordia team came in second. The January 
event drew more than 180 participants from 30 
universities across North America and beyond. 
Each team had three hours to read an unpublished 
case on a public or private company, dissect it and 
find the most cost-efficient ways to make the com- 
pany grow. 


@ The trophy for the 1998 French National Debat- 
ing Championship now shines on the shelf of the 
Concordia University Debating Society. Novices 
Alexandre Girard and Justin Nightingale brought 
home the cup by defeating, in the final round, a 
team from last year’s winner, the Université de 
Montréal (U de M). 

Most of the 20 competing teams came from 
English-language universities, except for the 


@ Howard Scott’s Governor General’s Literary 
Award for Translation can be traced to his Master’s 
thesis at Concordia back in the 1980s. The award 
was for The Euguelion, his translation of Louky 
Bersianik’s Quebec feminist classic, L’Euguélionne. 
Scott was the first student in Canada to earn 
a Master’s degree in Women’s Studies. That was 
in 1984, not long after the establishment of the 
Simone de Beauvoir Institute, the first women’s 
studies centre in North America. He now makes 
his living as a commercial translator. 


Catherine Kidd and Connie Barnes Rose 





™ Two graduates from the MA program in Creative 
Writing are enjoying the stuff of writers’ dreams: 
publishing success. Connie Barnes Rose was a 
finalist for the 1997 QSPELL Award for her debut 
collection of short stories, Getting Out of Town, 
and was shortlisted for the Dartmouth Book and 
Writing Award. Catherine Kidd, whose previous 
publications include Everything I Know About Love 
I Learned From Taxidermy, has a Canada Council 
grant and an advance from the publisher to write 
a novel for Key Porter Books. 
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Daniel Cross won several awards for his first feature-length documentary 


@ Daniel Cross, who graduated with an MFA in 
Film Production this year, has been rewarded for 
his four-year effort in making The Street, his first 
feature-length documentary, which is about home- 
less men who haunt the Guy métro station. His 
gritty, intimate portrait earned rave reviews from 
the press, and aired on CBC, CFCF and TVO. 

His work also toured the festival circuit, from 
Ireland to India, winning him various awards. 


@ Mike Savatovsky is this year’s winner of the 
$1,500 Al Cauley Award, given every year by 

CJAD to an outstanding student in the Broadcast 
Journalism program. But Savatovsky may not be a 
broadcast journalist — he’s thinking of going into 
medicine. He realizes he can use research skills that 
journalism helped him develop to pursue his goal, 
including the ability to work by himself and the 
ability to determine where to go for information. 

In the meantime, he’s working for CBC Radio. 


@ When Elizabeth Napalano heard that the United 


Canadian graduates every spring, she became one 
of 1,000 applicants. Her BA in Journalism and a 
summer internship at Finance Canada helped her 
land one of the coveted six-month positions. She 
loves her new job, which involves sorting and draft- 
ing answers to the avalanche of mail received by 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan. 


@ Hung Thien Bui of the the Department of 
Electrical and Computer Engineering, who won 
Concordia’s first Julian C. Smith Memorial Scholar- 
ship last October, was awarded both NSERC 

and FCAR grants to pursue a Master’s degree at 
Concordia, as well as two other working scholar- 
ships. The BEng graduate will be studying hardware 
verification and plans to take a PhD as well. 


Some unique 
scholarship recipients: 
@ Benet Davetian, whose first book of fiction, 
The Seventh Circle, earned critical acclaim and 
the ironically-named Prix Parizeau two years 
ago, continues to collect accolades. 
He graduated last spring with an MA and a 
4.13 GPA, and has been awarded a three-year Com- 
monwealth Scholarship for study in the U.K., a 
four-year Connaught Scholarship from the Univer- 
sity of Toronto, and a SSHRC doctoral fellowship. 
The Seventh Circle was a collection of short sto- 
ries about people caught in conflicts all over the 
world, ending with an ambivalent take on Quebec’s 
1995 referendum. 


@ Hubert Gagnon, Concordia’s first PhD in 
Biology, has received a post-doctoral NSERC 
fellowship, and is now at the Université de 
Montréal studying signal transduction pathways 
in the potato tuber. He’s happy to have received 
three degrees here and to have had excellent 
support from Professor Emeritus Ragai Ibrahim. 
Gagnon has published six articles in refereed 
journals and is co-author of another. 


@ Although Najmeh Khalili received her Bachelor's 
degree in Computer Science, she thinks her career 
path may eventually change. The self-described 
“news freak” is pondering a future as a writer or 
journalist. First, though, she plans to pursue an 
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Mike Savatovsky with 
CJAD veteran Gord Sinclair 





MSc in biomedical engineering at McGill Univer- 


sity with her two-year $32,000 NSERC award, and 


U de M and the bilingual University.of Ottawa....._.Nations-makes-internships-available to-20-recent——_a_ doctorate-in that field-atan American university. 


@ Jun Cai, who defended his PhD thesis in 
Mathematics last summer, received a post-doctoral 
NSERC fellowship for research at the University 
of Waterloo. His field of research includes distribu- 
tions, risk and reliability theories and applied 
probability. Cai was the recipient of a Concordia 
Graduate Fellowship and two awards from the 
Institut des sciences mathématiques, a Major 
Scholarship in 1997-98, and a Minor Scholarship 
in 1996-97. He has published 13 articles since 
1990 in various journals. 


@ Although Jan Matthews toyed with becoming an 
actor and enrolled in an English program, it wasn’t 
until he took an introductory Psychology class that 
he found his true vocation. Now, the 23-year-old 

is off to the University of Oxford, where he will 
complete a PhD in neuroscience on a four-year 
Welcome-Trust Scholarship. It’s at least partly the 
result of hard-won experience as a researcher with 
the CSBN lab, which is housed in the Psychology 
Department and is the site of groundbreaking 
research. His thesis examined a rat study on the 
development of tolerance to morphine. 


@ Dominique McCaughey was working as a com- 
munity organizer when she came to Concordia in 
1990. Taking classes at night, by day McCaughey 
worked for the local anti-poverty group Project 
Genesis. In 1996, she earned her Honours BA 
in History with distinction, and this August, she 
defended her MA thesis. She received the J.W. 
McConnell Memorial Graduate Fellowship in 
1996-97, and an FCAR research grant last year. 
McCaughey, 34, plans to apply to law school 

this year. 


™ Computer Science PhD graduate Joseph Said 
completed both his MA and PhD here, and has now 
received a two-year NSERC grant to do post-doctoral 
research on document processing with Concordia 
Computer Science Professor Ching Suen and 
Michael Strobel of the Université de Montréal’s Psy- 
chology Department. He will be developing software 
that will recognize and analyze handwriting. 
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“Hydro-Québec has chosen to support Concordia’s Campaign because of its 
research breakthroughs in building energy efficiency and its contributions to the entire 


building sector.” 


Environmentalists: 

m@ The Concordia Student Union (CSU) beat out 
five other competitors for a contract from the City 
of Montreal to run the Peter-McGill éco-quartier. 
The two-year éco-quartier contract, which provides 
an array of environmental services to the commu- 
nity, is worth $50,000 per year until 1999. The 
CSU is providing public information on such 
issues as composting and waste reduction, making 
green recycling boxes available, and conducting 
clean-up and beautification campaigns. 


More great grads 

Every year in the fall and spring, thousands 

of Concordia graduates file across the stage at 
Place-des-Arts to pick up their hard-won diplomas. 
Featured below are just some of the students who 
made an impact. 


Graham Pratt, Arts and Science 
Graham Pratt was this year’s winner of the 
Governor General’s Silver Medal for the highest 
undergraduate marks at the university at Spring 
Convocation: an astounding 4.28 out of a possible 
4.3. Pratt had enrolled in the German Studies 
program as a means to an end — he was trying 
to get into medical school, and his GPA from 

his BSc in Biology wasn’t high enough. But 
studying a new language opened up a new world 
to him, and he loved it. Pratt may still go into 
medicine, but his alternative plan is to doa 
graduate degree in agricultural and bio-systems 
engineering. He eventually hopes to teach at 
the university level. 


Strong mind, strong body 


Varsity round-up: 

It was a stellar year for some of our athletes, 
_notabd!i ne stu S wo hockey im. which 
won both the Theresa Humes Hockey Tourna- 
ment in January, and the first CIAU Women’s 
Hockey Championship in February. 

The Theresa Humes Tournament is named 
after a former director of women’s athletics at 
Concordia, and it was the sixth year in a row that 
the Stingers came in first, this time by defeating 
the New Hampshire Wildcats in an exciting 5-4 
final game. 

At the CIAU championship, the team soundly 
defeated the Toronto Varsity Blues 4-1 in the final 
round for the gold medal, and Concordia’s 
Corinne Swirsky was the Most Valuable Player. 
Swirsky, Delaney Collins and Anne Rodrigue were 
also named to the CIAU’s first All-Canadian team. 
Therese Brisson, a 1989 alumna who was on 
Canada’s silver-medal Olympic team, was at the 
championship and gave an address at the banquet. 

The men’s hockey team placed second in their 
division. 

The women’s basketball team won the Quebec 
championship; their male counterparts on the 
men’s basketball team finished the season with a 
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- André Caillé, president and CEO of Hydro-Québec, announcing a $500,000 gift. 


Djaffar Ait-Ali-Yahia 


Djaffar Ait-Ali-Yahia, Engineering 
and Computer Science 

Djaffar Ait-Ali-Yahia was the winner of the 1997 
Governor General’s Gold Medal, the award given 
annually at Fall Convocation to the University’s 
outstanding graduate student. He also received 
the Doctoral Prize in Engineering and Computer 
Science at Spring Convocation, which is awarded, 
when merited, to the most deserving graduate of 
a PhD program in the Faculty. 


Ait-Ali, an expert in computational fluid dynam- 


ics (CFD), came to Concordia five years ago to do 
his doctorate in the Mechanical Engineering 
Department under Professor Wagdi (Fred) 
Habashi. CFD allows the computer simulation of 
complex aerodynamic phenomena. Ait-Ali 
describes Concordia’s CFD Lab as a “Canadian 
hotbed of developments in this area.” 


During his time with Habashi as a research asso- 


ciate, Ait-Ali was a co-applicant on grants worth 
more than $700,000, the largest being from the 


12-8 record, but did not make the Quebec Student 


Sports Federation (QSSF) semi-final. Forward 
Jay Prosper was named QSSF Player of the Year. 


even tho umbe 


ated last year. The team finished third in th 
Ontario-Quebec league. 

Both men’s and women’s soccer had modest 
seasons, with the men finishing fourth in their 
league, and the women improving their 1-10-1 
finish of last year to 3-9. 


Our cross-country runners finished third in 


the province. Headley Bent, Jr., of the track team, 


won a silver medal at the CIAU championships 
in the 600 metre sprint and was chosen an All- 
Canadian. The co-ed ski team placed sixth of 10 
in the Bernard Trottier circuit. 

Congratulations also to David Chodat, who 
won a gold medal in this year’s wrestling nation- 
als, and Jason Chen, who won a bronze at the 
same event. 


Athletes of the Year: 

For the second year in a row, Corinne Swirsky, a 
centre on the women’s hockey team, was named 
Concordia’s female athlete of the year. She was 
joined by football player Dave Miller-Johnston as 
male athlete of the year. 


The women’s hockey team won the CIAU inaugural championship 
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The men’s football team acquitted themselves 
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Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council 
of Canada. He now works at Pratt & Whitney. 




























Meghan Lewick, Fine Arts 

Meghan Lewick hadn’t been able to look at hand- 
made oriental rugs after she had read about a 
12-year-old who was killed for cutting the chains 
that bound him to his master’s carpeting loom. But 
instead of throwing out her living-room carpet in 
protest, she opted to paint the Pakistani labourer’s 
portrait on it. 

What she produced — a haunting, ghost-like 
image of a child that blends into the rug — has 
earned much notice for the Studio Arts graduate. 
The Canadian Labour Congress reproduced her 
work on its annual booklet, which is distributed 
by the United Nations. The International Labour 
Organization has borrowed the rug to exhibit at a 
convention in Geneva on child labour. Another one 
of her rug paintings on the same theme has joined 
an exhibit on child labour at Manitoba’s Museum 
of Man and Nature that will travel across Canada 
until 2001. 
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Shaun Hegarty, 

Commerce and Administration 
Only a week after finishing his Master’s of Busi- 
ness Administration with an Award for Excellence, 
Shaun Hegarty was working for the well-known 
investment firm Jarislowsky Fraser. “When 
Stephen Jarislowsky interviewed me, he said that 
experience is more important than education, 
and I agreed. So he said, ‘Then why did you 
do your MBA?’ I replied, ‘You wouldn't 

be talking to me now if I hadn’t.’” 


International 
Business student 
Kenzy Ghali 
at a Karate 
Championship 


Hall of Fame: An 
Four athletes, three “builders” 
and a fighting football team were ; 
inducted into the Sports Hall of Fame 
this year. 

Athletes Joann Bourque (BA ’83), 
an excellent basketball player, Larry Tit- 
tley (BA ’78), a varsity football player 
who later played with the Ottawa Rough 
Riders and the Calgary Stampeders, 
Glenn Tomalty (BComm ’77), a record- 
breaking scorer with both the Loyola 
College and Concordia hockey teams, and 
Bernie Wolfe (S BComm "74), an exceptional 
goaltender for Sir George Williams, were hon- 
oured at a dinner held in April. 

The builders who were inducted into the Hall 
of Fame were Edmund Enos, who joined Loyola 
College in 1965 as Director of Athletics and 
helped found the Exercise Science Department 
and a graduate program in Sports Administration; 
Magnus Flynn, who developed a full athletic pro- 
gram with scant resources at Sir George Williams 
in 1952; and Victor Zilberman, who has given 
25 years of service to Concordia as head coach 
of wrestling. 

The 1962 Loyola Warriors football team was 
also inducted, having made an incredible come- 
back victory to win the Ottawa-St. Lawrence 
Football Conference championship against the 
cocky Carleton Ravens during the 1962-63 season. 
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Recreation 

Campus Recreation offered some 30 recreational 
programs to thousands of students, staff and 
alumni at both campuses, including aerobics, 
yoga, recreational sports leagues — even Argen- 
tinian tango. Tennis, rock climbing, white crane 
kung fu and swimming were also organized by 
the Department, but held off-campus. 
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Loyola Revitalization 

Task Force Report 

Because the University is committed to revitalizing 
the Loyola Campus, a Rector’s Advisory Task Force, 
chaired by Board of Governors Vice-Chair Lillian 
Vineberg, met this year to evaluate the use of the 
west-end campus, and to recommend a revitaliza- 
tion plan. 

After seven months of intense discussion, the 
Task Force submitted its final report to the April 
Board of Governors meeting. It outlined five possi- 
ble scenarios and recommended the option that 
would place the sciences, psychology, communica- 
tion studies and journalism, as well as the 
performing arts, at Loyola. 


In the eye of the storm 

The January ice storm and the chaos it left behind 
tested many of Concordia’s staff, who performed 
exceptionally well to help students get back to 
studying. From workers in the Office of the Regis- 
trar, who were faced with the horrendous task of 
rescheduling classes, finding classrooms and then 
explaining it all to anxious students and faculty, to 
members of Security and Physical Resources, who 
struggled with downed power lines, contaminated 
water, and scarce supplies, staff throughout the 
University pulled together to get Concordia work- 
ing again as smoothly as possible. 


Homecoming ’97 

This year’s Homecoming ’97 was packed with 
events for just about everyone, including a lecture 
by Toronto artist Charles Pachter and a salute to 
the first graduating class of Sir George Williams 
College, one of Concordia’s founding institutions. 
There was also a speech by Professor Emeritus 
John O’Brien, the University’s first rector, classes 
to audit, theatre antics, and an exciting football 
game, attended by more than 3,200 fans. 


Concordia-McGill co-operation 
The city’s two English-language universities have 
been trying to pinpoint areas of mutual benefit 
since April 1997: As such, Concordia and McGill 
joined forces to purchase financial information 
systems computer software this year. Together, 
they were able to save money, and avert 
Year-2000-incompatibility (Y2K) problems. 

The two institutions have also merged 
purchasing departments, and the new director 
is Concordia’s Joseph Capano. They are now 
looking at giving students at the two universities 
easier common library access. 


Online registration 

The Office of the Registrar, in collaboration with 
Instructional and Information Technology Services 
(formerly Computing Services), has designed a web 
page where prospective students can apply to the 
University electronically. 

The new Application for Admission web site 
allows users to browse through University offerings 
by program, subject or occupation. The site also 
provides information on a variety of topics, such as 
admission requirements and timetables, required 
documents, language proficiency, tuition fees, and 
financial aid and awards. 
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Local media personalities joined administrators, 
staff, faculty, students and friends in the Shuffle 





Environmentalism 

for the new millennium 

The theme of this year’s Student Orientation Week 
focused on something serious: saving the planet. 
Broadcaster David Suzuki, Greenpeace co-founder 
Paul Watson and consumer advocate Ralph Nader 
were invited to give speeches. And just to prove 
that environmentalism has a fun side, a free all-day 
concert took place on Mackay St. on September 12 
to support the “greening” of Mackay St. Orienta- 
tion actually lasts longer than a week, and is 
organized mainly by the Concordia Student Union. 





Fans of all ages enjoyed the Homecoming football game 


Novel Career Fair 

Students who are accustomed to being told jobs are 
hard to get — those from Fine Arts and Arts and 
Science — were treated to a career fair in February, 
sponsored by the University’s Counselling and 
Development Office. 

Many businesses sent representatives to field 
questions and reassure students that they hire from 
all Faculties. Professional artists and exhibitors also 
turned out to answer questions and suggest ways that 
young artists might develop and showcase their work. 


Web site development 

Web site users saw a redesigned version in early 
1998, one that places an emphasis on student 
needs and makes it easier to access information. 
The site continues to be updated and improved, 
and will focus on making all material relevant and 
easily accessible. Its location: www.concordia.ca 











Honorary doctorates 

Ned Goodman, a successful Canadian investment 
counsellor with a strong social conscience, received 
an honorary doctorate at Fall Convocation last year. 
Eight other worthy Canadians were awarded hon- 
orary doctorates at Spring Convocation. They were 
engineer and educator André Bazergui, historian 
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David J. Bercuson, architect Douglas Cardinal, 
financial services executive Dominic D’Alessandro, 
benefactor John N. Economides, novelist Carol 
Shields, psychologist Mary J. Wright and entrepre- 
neur William S. L. Yip. 


Shuffle ’97 

Four hundred and seven “Shufflers” participated in 
the eighth annual 6.5 km walk from the Sir George 
Williams Campus to Loyola this year. They raised 
$74,797 for student scholarships and bursaries, and 
had a blast in the process. One person who was 
missed, however, was the late business executive 
and Board of Governors member Humberto Santos 
who was ill and passed away unexpectedly shortly 
after the Shuffle, one of his cherished activities. 
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Anti-abuse campaign 

Sally Spilhaus, Concordia’s advisor on rights and 
responsibilities, helped design a national campaign 
to encourage young hockey players to speak out 
against incidents of mental, physical or sexual 
abuse. Spilhaus was one of two non-hockey people 
on the Canadian Hockey Association subcommit- 
tee, which developed the program that was adopted 
by minor hockey associations across the country. 


Winning alumni 

Besides taking care of Homecoming festivities, the 
Alumni Affairs Office also maintains mentoring 
programs and keeps Concordia’s 100,000 alumni 
connected to their alma mater. Two of their pro- 
jects, the Alumni Recognition Awards Program 
and Concordia University Magazine, won bronze 
awards from the Canadian Council for the 
Advancement of Education (CCAE) last June, and 
Director Ann Vroom took the 1998 Distinguished 
Service Award for her involvement in educational 
advancement over the past 10 years. 

Delegations from the University also made visits 
to several cities to establish or strengthen alumni 
chapters, including Hong Kong, London (England), 
New York, Toronto, Ottawa, Calgary, Vancouver, 
Los Angeles and San Francisco. 


Doors wide open 

Concordia’s Leonard and Bina Ellen Gallery threw 
its doors open to 800 visitors as part of Museums 
Day in the spring, when Montrealers are given free 
bus rides and access to museums and galleries. The 
visitors enjoyed the exhibit, Les mystéres objectifs, a 
vibrant selection from the University’s permanent 
collection. The gallery also mounted a number of 
other well-attended exhibitions during the year. 


Congratulations, Dr. Lowy 

Frederick Lowy, Rector and Vice-Chancellor of 
Concordia, was granted an honorary doctor of laws 
degree by the University of Toronto. The honour 
was conferred in recognition of his pivotal role in 
the establishment of the University of Toronto’s 
Joint Centre for Bioethics. 
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